
 
 Helping teachers become better reading teachers. 

 
Fact Sheet 
 
Connected Educator Reading is a professional development program that helps 
educators gain the skills to ensure all students become successful readers. 
 
 

Connected Educator Reading’s  staff 
development content is built on the 
National Reading Panel/Reading 
First essential components of 
effective reading instruction that 
lead to student achievement.  

Sample Home Page

 
With access to online courses and 
resources and tools to facilitate 
face-to-face interaction, Connected 
Educator Reading helps improve the 
quality of reading instruction by: 
 

• Making reading research 
meaningful to the individual 
classroom teacher, with course 
content that builds the bridge 
between research and 
classroom practice. 

 
• Ensuring staff development is 

relevant to the individual 
teacher’s needs, with self-
appraisal and assessment 
opportunities. 

 

Research Says… 
 
Connected Educator Reading is built on a solid 
base of scientific research, including the latest 
analysis of: 

• The five effective components of reading 
instruction: 

o Phonemic Awareness 
o Phonics 
o Text Comprehension 
o Fluency 
o Vocabulary  

• Adult learning theory 

• Online learning best practices 

To see a summary report of the scientific research 
base, please visit the Connected Educator Reading 
portion of the Classroom Connect Web site at 
Hhttp://www.classroom.comH.  

• Providing teachers with 
support throughout the learning 
process, with trusted online 
faculty, a community of other 
educators, and a recommended 
series of onsite meetings. 

 
 



 

 

Connected Educator Reading Features and Benefits 
 
 

Benefit  Program Features 
Engaging 
Delivers an engaging, impactful staff 
development experience. 

• Opportunity to interact with experienced 
online faculty and other educators 
through online discussions and email. 

• Interactive exercises keep the 
participant active in the learning 
process. 

• Case study videos modeling best 
practices are embedded in each course 
session. 

Targeted & Relevant  
Ensures staff development is relevant 
to the individual teacher’s needs. 

• Course-level pre-assessment targets the 
learning experience to each educator’s 
need.   

• Self-paced courses allow teachers to 
move at their own pace. 

Practical 
Resources and information are ready to 
use with students right away. 

• Every course session includes two lesson 
plans with blackline masters. 

• Courses include 20-30 teacher planning 
tools and reference materials. 

• Resources from all courses can be 
accessed at any time.  

Flexible & Time Saving 
Provides increased flexibility for 
administrators in terms of scheduling 
meaningful professional development 
AND creates new flexibility for 
educators in terms of fitting staff 
development into their busy lives. 

• Learning is primarily completed using 
online resources, so can be accomplished 
from any Web-enabled computer. 

• Suggested face-to-face meeting agendas 
for each course allow reading coaches to 
make the most of limited meeting time. 

Effective 
Built on principles and research known 
to impact actual classroom practice. 

• Based on the scientifically-research 
based principles of adult learning theory.  

• Built around the five components that 
lead to student reading achievement as 
put forth by the National Reading Panel. 

• Comes with observation checklists to 
ensure in-class application of learning. 

Broad Availability 
CER enables more educators to 
participate in high quality staff 
development more quickly. 

• Access to course content from any Web-
enabled computer provides teachers 
anytime, anywhere staff development 
and reduces the need for time-
consuming in-service trainings. 
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Program Details 
 
Educators gain access to the Connected Educator Reading program when their district or school 
purchases a one-year subscription for them. The subscription includes: 
 

- Access to one online Course experience; additional courses can be 
purchased at any time during the subscription period 

- Access to online Resources for all course topics throughout the year, 
whenever they are needed; resources include: 
� Teaching References such as planning tools and reference 

materials 
� Model Activities, including lesson plans, blackline masters, 

and assessment activities (see Sample below) 
� Videos of real classroom teachers modeling research-based 

practices (see Sample on next page) 
- Online transcript of individual progress, including Course completion 

certificates 
- Getting Started materials kit to get everyone up and running  
- Onsite and/or Web conferencing kickoff training 
- Suggested meeting agendas for reading coaches or staff 

development professionals to hold local team meetings 
- In-class observation checklists for use by reaching coaches or other 

administrators to ensure the learning is translated into classroom 
practice 

 

Sample Model Activity
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Course Details 
 
Connected Educator Reading courses are built around the five essential components of reading 
instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text comprehension.  
 

- Each Course is designed to take approximately 10 seat hours to 
complete 

- Courses are self-paced, allowing a teacher to move at his/her own 
pace 

- Courses are broken into 9-11 sessions  
- Each Course Session includes the following components: 

1) Research & Practice: Presents research-based reading 
strategies, including information on both the research behind 
the strategy and tips on implementing the strategy in the 
classroom 

2) Model Activities: Each session includes two Model Activities – 
typically lesson plans or assessment tools – that allow a 
teacher to put the research into practice right away in his/her 
classroom 

3) Reflect & Review: Each session includes a Discussion topic so 
that participants can share their experiences with others. The 
Session Review at the end of each session provides an 
assessment of the participant’s mastery of the information 

- Each Course will include a pre-assessment option to allow 
participants to display prior knowledge of critical concepts and to 
help better focus their time spent in staff development 

- Participants receive support from knowledgeable, experienced 
faculty members throughout the course experience 

 

Sample Model Video
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Course List 
 
Connected Educator Reading provides six courses in scientifically-based reading instruction 
methods. All courses are aligned with the National Reading Panel’s recommendations regarding the 
fundamental components of reading instruction that lead to increased student achievement. Please 
see our Course Listing sheet for further description.  
 
 
Currently Available Courses    
• Phonemic Awareness and Beginning Phonics 
• Building Basic Phonics Skills 
• Introducing Text Comprehension 
• Expanding Text Comprehension 
• Phonics Intervention 
• Building Fluency 

 
 
Technical Requirements 

• Minimum Operating System: Mac OS 8.6 or Windows 98, NT or 2000  
• Minimum Web Browser: Netscape 6.0, Internet Explorer 5.0  
• Acrobat Reader 4.0 or higher for downloading and reading documents  
• Flash 6.0 plug-in for viewing animation and interactive activities  
• Quicktime 6.0 plug-in for viewing video  
• Email for communicating with the faculty  
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